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19 OCT 2019

Qipco British Champions Long Distance Cup (Groupe Il, 616.400 €, 3 ans et plus, 3118 métres)
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J: Hector Crouch 77 121 50/1
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BETTING FORECAST 4/7 Stradivarius, 7/2 Kew Gardens, 8/1 Royal Line, 10/1 Withhold, 25/1 Mekong, 50/1 Bin Battuta, Capri,

Cleonte, Max Dynamite.

VERDICT

The status of champion stayer looks assured for STRADIVARIUS, for the second year running. Kew Gardens has plenty to prove on soft.

COMMENTS

Bin Battuta Stays 1m6f; new trip, ground (unraced on softer than good) and class make him speculative

Capri 6th in Gold Cup here (2m4f, soft) was very much his best form of 2019, 8l off Stradivarius

Cleonte An underpowered display in French Group 1 on soft going two weeks ago casts doubts

Kew Gardens "Soft ground isn't his thing," said trainer in May; otherwise the threat to Stradivarius

Max Dynamite 2nd in the 2018 Doncaster Cup is the only significant bright spot during last two seasons

Mekong Best efforts (2m) in mixed bag this season were not good enough for any great appeal today

Royal Line Smart and goes well on soft; venturing beyond 1m4f is very much a step into the unknown

South Pacific 1m4f Royal Ascot win; 6th of 8 to Stradivarius in Goodwood Cup; non-runner

Stradivarius Unbeaten in 2018 or 2019, including here in two Gold Cups and this last year; dominant

Withhold Unproven on soft; capable of Group-race success but he's up against the champion stayer
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